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CLASS OF 1824
PETER S .  SPARSE
Was a son o f  G eneral Bartholomew Sw art ,  o f  S c h o h a r ie ,  and 
was horn J u l y  15, 1801 . H is e a r l y  l i f e  was sp en t upon h i s  
f a t h e r ' s  farm n ear  the v i l l a g e  o f  S c h o h a r ie ,  and he was ed u ca ted  
a t  th e  v i l l a g e  s c h o o l .
i*bout the year 1820 or 1821, he began r e a d in g  m edicine w ith  
I)r .  C o rn e l iu s  Van Dyck, and s u b se q u e n t ly  re ad  w ith  D r . L a rch  o f  
A lban y . In 1824-, he was g ra d u a te d  from the m ed ica l  c o l l e g e  o f  
t h a t  c i t y ,  and soon t h e r e a f t e r  commenced the p r a c t i c e  o f  m edicine 
in  Echohar i e •
Dr .  Swart was tw ice  m a rr ie d :  h i s  f i r s t  w ife  was l i a r i a  Sn yder , 
o f  S c h o h a r ie ,  to whoip he was m arr ie d  in  1824; and h i s  second w ife  
was Eva E l i z a  M ic h a e ls ,  w ith  whom he was u n ite d  in  m arr iage  in  1869 .
The l a t t e r  was th e  d au g h te r  o f  the l a t e  W illiam G. amd M aria  law yer 
M ic h a e ls .  She i s  an i n t e l l i g e n t  and e s t im a b le  l a d y ,  and i s  s t i l l  
r e s i d i n g  in  the v i l l a g e  o f  S c h o h a r ie .  Both o f  the d o c t o r ' s  w ives 
were g r e a t - g r e a t - g r a n d - d a u g h t e r s  o f  Johan nes la w y e r ,  the f i r s t  o f  the 
fa m ily  b e a r in g  th a t  name, wrho carne to Am erica, from l u r l e c h  near the 
Rhine in  1717 .
D r. Swart was a l s o  a  d escen d an t o f  Johannes la w y e r ,  h i s  mother b e in g  
a  d au gh ter  o f  the g r e a t  lan d h o ld e r  o f  th a t  name. The d o c to r  was 
County t r e a s u r e r  o f  Sch o h arie  County f o r  two s u c c e s s i v e  te rm s ,  and 
was a l s o  t r e a s u r e r  o f  the v i l l a g e  o f  Sch o h arie  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  In 
p o l i t i c s  he was a D em ocrat. He was a  member o f  the Reformed Church.
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